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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  annual  report  on  the  school  medical  service  will, 
in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
be  mainly  confined  to  statistical  matter.  The  year  under 
review  has  naturally  under  war-time  conditions  been  one  of 
difficulty,  but,  in  the  main,  the  peace-time  standard  of 
inspection  and  treatment  of  school  children  has  been  main- 
tained. 

Scabies  has  become  a disease  which  has  taken  up  a great 
deal  of  our  attention,  and  good  wTork  was  done  at 
Holbeach  Emergency  Hospital,  dealing  with  this  condition 
among  evacuees  and  our  own  children.  The  sudden  advent 
of  this  condition  in  Holland  has  given  rise  to  much  concern. 

Whilst  the  supply  of  milk  to  schools  gave  us  cause  for 
much  anxiety,  owing  to  difficulties  of  supply,  during  the 
winter  months,  the  position  I am  happy  to  say  has  improved 
recently. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  BOOTH, 

County  School  Medical  Officer. 


Health  Department, 
County  Hall, 

Boston. 


June,  1941. 
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REPORT. 


STATISTICS  RELATED  TO  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 


Area  of  County 267,936  acres 

Population  of  Administrative  County  (1931  Census)  92,313 

Population  of  Administrative  County  (estimated  mid- 1938) 
95,560. 

Number  of  School  Departments  : — 

Provided 47 

Non-Pro  vided  39 

86 


Number  of  Children  on  Books  (31st  December,  1940)  10,180 

Average  attendance  year  ending  31st  December,  1940  8,946 

No.  of  School  Attendance  Officers  on  31/12/1940...  6 

Cost  of  School  Medical  Inspection  for  year  ended  December 


31st,  1940  : — 

Gross  Payments 
Receipts 


£ s.  d. 
6,411  2 4 

1,208  15  0 


Net  Expenditure  ...  5,202  7 4 


Grant  from  Board  of  Education  for  year  ending  31st 
December,  1940  £3282  13  10 

General  Education  Rate,  Financial  Year,  1939-40 

(Elementary)  4s.  Od. 

Medical  Inspection  Rate  2d.  (approx.) 


Product  of  Id.  Rate  for  Educational  Purposes  for  Financial 
year  1939-40  £893 
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1.  STAFF  OF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE, 

1940. 


School  Medical  Officer  : 

W.  G.  BOOTH,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.II. 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  FIELDING,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.II. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  : 

C.  W.  DIXON,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.C.H.,  D.L.O.,  D.P.FI. 
A.  C.  GEE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
BETTY  M.  KENNEDY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.-,  D.P.H. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : 

R.  E.  M.  PILCHER,  F.R.C.S. 


School  Dental  Officers  : 

C.  A.  JOHNSTON,  L.D.S.  (Edin.). 

A.  D.  HENDERSON,  L.D.S.  (Edin.),  D.P.D. 


Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : 

A.  IT.  BRIGGS,  M.Sc. , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

Aural  Surgeon  (Part  Time)  : 

J.  J.  RAINFORTH,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 


School  Nurses  : 


Miss  A.  D.  BLACK 
Miss  E.  S.  BONSER 
Mrs.  F.  M.  BOWERS. 
Miss  E.  ENSOR 
Miss  E.  FIALLWORTH 


Miss  FI.  M.  LEWIS 
Miss  A.  Q.  LINNELL 
Miss  A.  M.  PARSONS 
Miss  H.  E.  SPENCER 


Orthopaedic  Nurse  : 

Miss  A.  BOYD. 


Dental  Nurses  : 

Miss  M.  SIMPSON.  Miss  J.  M.  STARKEY. 

Chief  Clerk  : 

W.  INGRAM. 


The  following  have  been  employed  in  a temporary  capacity  : — 
J.  S.  Burns,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Asst.  School  Medical  Officer. 

N.  Gerson,  L.D.S.,  Temporary  School  Dentist  in  the  place  of  Mr. 

A.  D.  Henderson  (on  War  Service). 

Miss  J.  D.  Oswald,  L.D.S.,  Temporary  School  Dentist. 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Clark,  Temporary  School  Dental  Attendant. 

Miss  N.  Woollatt,  School  Nurse  (transferred  by  London  County 
Council). 

Miss  M.  W.  Symes,  Temporary  School  Nurse. 

Miss  E.  M.  Cook,  Temporary  Orthopaedic  Nurse. 
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II. — Co-ordination. 

The  main  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the 
School  Medical  Service  is  done  in  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment and,  as  the  control  of  this  department  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  who  is  also  School  Medical 
Officer,  this  ensures  adequate  co-ordination  between  the 
services.  In  addition,  the  Assistant  Medical  Staff  perform 
duties  in  connection  with  all  the  services  in  their  respective 
areas. 

III. — Medical  Inspection. 

In  the  Elementary  Schools,  the  routine  age  groups  have 
been  examined,  namely  : — 

(a)  Entrants  (children  entering  school  for  the  first  tune). 

(b)  Intermediates  (children  within  12  months  of  attain- 
ing their  eighth  birthday). 

(c)  Leavers  (children  within  12  months  of  attaining 
their  twelfth  birthday). 

Also  special  cases  referred  by  parents  or  teachers  have 
been  examined  and  children  found  at  previous  inspections  to 
require  treatment  or  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

The  same  procedure  has  been  applied  in  dealing  with 
children  from  evacuation  areas. 

The  number  of  children  examined  in  the  routine  age 
groups  increased  from  2857  to  3433  and  in  the  “ specials  ” 
from  3032  to  4237,  due  to  the  larger  school  population  arising 
out  of  evacuation. 

IV.  — School  Hygiene. 

As  a matter  of  routine,  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers  make  a complete  report  each  year  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  at  each  school  visited  by  them  ; any  insanitary  or 
other  unsatisfactory  conditions  are  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Managers  by  the  Education  Committee.  In  this  way  it 
has  been  possible  to  effect  considerable  improvements,  but 
much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of  modernising, 
re-building,  or  re-conditioning  the  sanitary  offices  at  many  of 
the  older  schools. 
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Minor 

Ailments 


The  practice  of  using  paper  towels  was  continued  at  the 
following  schools  : — Spalding  Council,  Croyland  South 
View  Road  Council,  Kirton  Church  End  Senior  Council, 
Long  Sutton  Senior,  Spalding  Senior  Mixed  Council,  Sutton 
Bridge  Senior  Mixed  and  Swineshead  Cowley’s  Senior  School. 
It  was  hoped  to  extend  the  system  gradually  to  other  schools, 
but,  in  the  circumstances,  such  extension  has  had  to  be 
postponed. 


V. — Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

The  alteration  in  the  Tables  makes  it  impossible  to 
compare  the  number  of  defects  with  those  found  in  previous 
years,  but  the  nutritional  classification  of  all  children  in  the 
routine  age  groups  does  permit  of  some  comparison  and 
reference  to  this  is  made  later  in  the  report.  There  has  been 
no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  following-up  of  defects 
found  at  the  medical  inspections.  Scabies  and  impetigo  con- 
tinue to  be  very  prevalent  and  steps  have  been  taken  to 
provide  institutional  treatment,  particularly  for  scabies,  as 
being  the  only  effective  way  of  dealing  with  these  infections. 

VI.  “—Treatment . 

The  normal  facilities  for  treatment  have  been  available 
throughout  the  year  and  the  work  done  is  shewn  in  more 
detail  in  the  following  sub-sections  : — 

The  increase  in  the  school  population  has  caused  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  the 
treatment  of  minor  ailments.  Most  of  this  treatment  has 
been  given  at  the  established  clinics,  but  where  this  has  not 
been  possible,  treatment  has  been  given  at  the  schools  or  in 
the  homes.  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  at  the  clinics 
was  1321,  of  which  919  were  seen  by  a clinic  doctor  and 
3387  attendances  were  made. 

The  following  conditions  were  treated  either  at  the 
clinics,  at  schools,  or  in  the  homes  : — Ringworm  8,  Scabies 
35,  Impetigo  401,  Other  Skin  diseases  170,  Minor  eye  defects 
78,  Minor  ear  defects  95,  Miscellaneous  1450. 

In  the  following-up  work  the  School  Nurses  paid  1503 
home  visits  and  1751  visits  to  schools. 
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Dental  Service 


Certain  changes  occurred  in  the  school  dental  service 
during  the  year.  Mr.  A.  D.  Henderson  joined  the  Army 
Dental  Corps  and  his  place  was  taken  temporarily  by  Mr.  N. 
Gerson  who  commenced  duty  on  1st  May,  1940.  Also  it  was 
found  that  one  dentist  could  not  cope  with  the  work  in  the 
south  of  the  County  and  a temporary  additional  school 
dentist,  Miss  J.  D.  Oswald,  took  up  work  at  Spalding  on  1st 
April,  1940.  With  the  appointment  of  Miss  Oswald,  a 
Central  Dental  Clinic  was  established  at  Spalding  and  Mr. 
Johnston  visited  the  outlying  schools  with  the  travelling  dental 
clinic.  The  work  of  Mr.  Gerson  has  in  the  main  been  at  the 
fixed  clinic  at  the  County  Emergency  Hospital,  but  it  has 
been  considered  necessary  for  him  to  make  a number  of 
inspections  at  the  schools  in  the  rural  district  around  Boston. 
Transport  difficulties  have  been  overcome  by  using  vehicles 
belonging  to  the  County  Ambulance  Service,  which  have  been 
driven  by  volunteer  drivers  of  the  A.R.P.  Ambulance 
Service,  whose  assistance  has  been  of  the  greatest  value. 


Mr.  C.  A.  Johnston,  Senior  School  Dentist,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  School 
Dental  Service  in  the  south  of  the  County. 

The  methods  adopted  two  years  ago  for  routine  inspec- 
tion and  treatment  have  been  continued,  and  although  they 
have  succeeded  in  economising  in  time,  which  was  unavoid- 
ably wasted  in  inspecting  children  whose  parents  had  no 
intention  of  accepting  treatment,  we  are  still  not  getting  the 
results  we  hoped  for.  There  has  been  no  material  increase 
in  the  acceptance  rate  and  further  efforts  will  have  to  be  made 
to  make  parents  realise  their  responsibility  for  the  dental 
health  of  their  children. 

The  condition  of  the  mouths  of  new  entrants  is  in  most 
cases  very  bad  indeed,  a large  proportion  of  whom  require 
numerous  extractions  for  the  elimination  of  sepsis.  One 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  incidence  of  dental  decay  is  at  its 
greatest  in  childhood  between  the  ages  of  4 and  6 years,  but 
another  reason  is  the  popular  belief  among  many  parents  that 
the  first  or  temporary  teeth  are  of  no  consequence  and  do  not 
require  attention  until  they  ache.  These  parents  are  unaware 
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that,  by  this  time,  the  child  is  probably  suffering  from  severe 
oral  sepsis,  which,  if  allowed  to  persist,  may  seriously  impede 
the  mental  and  physical  development  of  the  child.  To  these 
parents  I would  say  there  is  no  greater  benefit  you  can  bestow 
on  a growing  child  than  a healthy  mouth.  In  this  connection 
I should  like  to  make  it  clear,  as  it  does  not  seem  to  be  known 
to  man},'  parents,  that  any  child  of  pre-school  age  can  receive 
treatment  if  the  parents  will  take  the  child  to  the  Welfare 
Centre  where  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  will  refer  the 
child  to  the  Dental  Officer  for  the  necessary  treatment  or 
advice. 

As  announced  last  year,  all  evacuee  children  resident  in 
the  County  now  receive  routine  inspection  and  treatment  in 
order  that  the  high  standard  of  dental  health  which  they  had 
acquired  from  previous  treatment  under  their  own  authority 
could  be  maintained.  The  treatment  of  these  children  has 
been  undertaken  by  Miss  Oswald  and  myself.  Miss  Oswald 
giving  treatment  to  those  in  Spalding,  while  those  at  the  out- 
lying schools  have  been  seen  by  me  on  my  visits  there. 

The  details  of  the  work  done  for  local  children  is  as 
follows  : — 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1463 

Number  of  children  requiring  treatment  ...  1000 

Number  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  2146 

Number  of  extractions — Permanent  teeth  ...  196 

,,  ,,  ,,  — Temporary  teeth  ...  1220 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1036 

Number  of  administrations  of  general 

anaesthetic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

No.  of  other  operations  ...  ...  ...  212 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  anaesthetists,  the  dental  nurses,  the  head 
teachers  and  staffs  of  the  various  schools,  and  the  staff  of  the 
school  medical  department  for  their  valuable  assistance  during 
the  past  year/’ 

Miss  J.  D.  Oswald,  Temporary  additional  School 
Dentist,  working  at  the  Spalding  Clinic  reports  as  follows  ; — 
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“ During  the  last  nine  months  of  1940,  2587  children 
were  inspected,  of  which  65%  were  dentally  sound.  When- 
ever sepsis  was  found,  <an  appointment  for  immediate  treat- 
ment was  given.  The  majority  still  cannot  be  persuaded  to 
use  a toothbrush  regularly.  The  condition  of  evacuees  was 
better  than  that  of  local  children. 

Several  patients  were  referred  privately  for  orthodontic 
treatment. 

Symmetrical  extraction,  usually  of  the  four  first  perman- 
ent molars,  was  carried  out  unless  these  teeth  were  well 
formed,  uncrowded,  and  required  at  most,  a small  filling. 
It  is  hoped  this  treatment  will  help  in  the  future  to  increase 
the  percentage  of  “ Sounds  " in  the  higher  age  groups.  Thus 
most  of  the  fillings  inserted  in  permanent  teeth  were  in  second 
molars  and  upper  incisors,  and  premolars. 

In  the  temporary  molars,  class  I.  cavities  were  filled  with 
copper  amalgam.  When  these  teeth  showed  class  II.  decay 
they  were  extracted,  although  it  was  sometimes  possible  to 
conserve  the  second  molar.  Areas  of  decay  which  were, 
or  could  be  made-,  comparatively  self-cleansing,  were 
treated  with  silver  nitrate. 

Unless  a general  anaesthetic  was  given,  all  cases  of 
extraction  in  the  lower  jaw  were  carried  out  under  block 
anaesthesia.  A subperiosteal  injection  was  used  for  the 
extraction  of  a pulp,  or  sometimes  for  a painful  filling. 

A general  anaesthetic — gas  and  oxygen — unless  contra- 
indicated, was  usually  preferred  for  young  children. 

Several  cases,  where  it  was  considered  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  a general  anaesthetic  might  give  rise  to  complications 
were  grouped  together  into  two  sessions  and  Dr.  Gee  was  kind 
enough  to  attend. 

Under  the  heading  “ other  operations  ” are  included  the 
following  : — Silver  nitrate  treatment  to  temporary  teeth, 
under  “ permanent  ” — chiefly  scaling  and  gum  treatment 
together  with  : root  treatment  (this  was  confined  to  upper 
incisors  and  canine)/' 
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Mr.  N.  Gerson  reports  on  the  work  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  County  as  follows  : — 

“ I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  School  Dental  Service 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1940. 

On  May  1st,  1940,  I succeeded  Mr.  A.  D.  Henderson, 
who  left  for  service  in  the  Army  Dental  Corps.  The  New 
Dental  Scheme  has  now  been  in  operation  for  two  years  during 
which  time  the  results  now  available  reveal  several  points  of 
interest.  Foremost  of  all,  is  the  popularity  Of  the  scheme 
and  that  more  children  are  receiving  treatment  for  the  hrst 
time,  thereby  automatically  increasing  rate  of  acceptances. 

It  was  found,  however,  that  many  cases  seen  at  the  Clinic 
over  a period  of  months  required  inspection  only,  no  other 
treatment  being  necessary.  Thereby  a certain  wastage  of 
time  was  occasioned.  In  order  to  counteract  this  loss  of  time, 
it  was  resolved  to  carry  out  weekly  inspections  at  the  schools. 
Not  only  would  a greater  percentage  of  children  thus  be  seen, 
but  the  Gas  and  Local  cases  could  be  classified  and 
differentiated  from  those  requiring  Conservative  work  and 
appointments  made  accordingly. 

Although  the  School  Dental  Service  is  steadily  becoming 
more  popular  with  the  young  modern  mother,  there  are  still 
numerous  parents  who  will  not  allow  their  children  to  attend 
the  School  Clinics.  These  children  are  to  be  the  Men  and 
Women  of  to-morrow  and  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  obtain 
for  them  the  dental  care  and  treatment  which  is  essential 
to  their  future  health.  To  ignore  this  lack  of  enthusiasm  is 
surely  to  avoid  a grave  responsibility. 

A big  stride  in  the  near  future  will  have  to  be  made  in 
the  direction  of  further  increased  “ Consents  ” by  a systematic 
following-up  of  “ Refusals.”  In  this  way,  and  in  no  other 
will  a greater  percentage  of  Consents  be  acquired. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  routine  work,  the  dental  staff 
has  been  called  upon  to  cope  with  emergency  work  in  con- 
nection with  evacuees.  With  reference  to  the  influx  of 
evacuees  to  our  area,  considerable  numbers  of  children  have 
been  treated  without  any  difficulty.  Separate  Sessions  at 
the  Clinic  were  allocated  to  them,  averaging  three  per  month. 
On  the  whole  the  dental  condition  of  the  evacuated  Secondary 
pupil  was  “ immeasurably  superior  ” to  that  of  the  average 
elementary  school  child  evacuated  from  the  same  town. 
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Orthopaedic. 

Scheme 


In  conclusion,  may  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Anaesthetists,  Dental  Nurses, 
Head  Teachers,  Staffs  of  the  various  schools,  the  Office  Staff, 
the  Voluntary  Ambulance  Drivers  and  to  all  those  whose 
co-operation  has  been  so  helpful  during  the  year.” 


Children  Inspected 

1227 

Found  to  require  treatment 

859 

Treatment — No.  of  Sessions  ... 

135 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  children  ... 

1493 

Number  of  Extractions  (Permanent  teeth)  ... 

345 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Temporary  teeth)  ... 

999 

,,  ,,  Fillings  (Permanent  teeth)  ... 

280 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Temporary  teeth)  ... 

89 

,,  ,,  Other  operations 

168 

,,  ,,  Administrations  of  General 

Anaesthetics 

169 

Thirty  Orthopaedic  Clinics  were  held  at  the 

Centres  at 

Boston,  Spalding  and  Holbeach.  During  1940,  126  children 

were  seen  at  the  clinics  and  the  number  of  attendances  made 

was  264. 

1 he  following  table  shews  the  classification  of  cases 

according  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  : — 

Tuberculosis  (Surgical) — 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

5 

Tubercular  glands  of  neck 

12 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  or  joints 

6 

Observation  Cases 

5 

Non-Tuberculous  Conditions — 

Postural  deformities  of  spine  ... 

17 

Rachitic  deformities 

19 

Paralytic  deformities 

8 

Congenital  deformities  of  foot  ... 

6 

Torticollis 

2 

Madelung's  deformity  ... 

1 

Mal-united  fractures 

2 

Congenital  dislocation  of  hip  ... 

4 

Perthe’s  disease 

1 

Hallux  valgus,  hammer  toes,  etc. 

3 

Osteomyelitis 

4 

Hernia 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

6 

Other  Conditions 

23 

13 


Defective 

Vision 


Forty  cases  received  in-patient  treatment.  Other  cases 
for  whom  special  treatment  was  recommended  were  dealt  with 
at  out-patient  clinics  or  in  their  own  homes,  by  the 
orthopaedic  nurses. 


Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  visual  defects  were  held 
regularly  at  Boston,  Spalding,  Holbeach  and  Long  Sutton, 
the  number  of  these  clinics  being  117.  Special  cases  requiring 
hospital  or  operative  treatment  have  been  referred  to  the 
Consultant,  Mr.  Briggs. 

The  number  of  children  normally  resident  in  the  County 
who  were  examined  during  the  year  was  415  ; in  addition, 
139  children  from  other  areas  were  seen,  and  the  total  number 
attendances  was  1526. 

Repairs  and  renewals  have  been  carried  out  as  required. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  defects  classified 


Kennedy  : — 

Hypermetropia 

Holland 

Children. 

96 

Myopia  and  Myopic  Astigmatism 

...  137 

Mixed  Astigmatism 

...  29 

Convergent  squint 

...  130 

Divergent  squint 

11 

Ptosis 

6 

Corneal  Scarring 

4 

Phylctenular  Disease  ... 

4 

Cataract 

2 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

7 

Blepharitis 

7 

Nystagmus 

5 

Keratitis 

1 

Dacrocystitis 

. . . 

1 

Epiphora 

» • ♦ 

1 

by  Dr, 


Evacuee 

Children. 

38 

44 

14 

40 

4 
1 

5 


1 

5 
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Tonsils  and 
Adenoids 


Defective 
Hear:ng^and 
Ear  Diseases 


Nutrition 


Tuberculosis 


Dr.  Kennedy  reports  : — 

“ During  the  past  year  the  attendance  at  Ophthalmic 
Clinics  throughout  the  County  has  continued  to  be  good,  and 
I am  sure  that  the  acceptance  rate  for  treatment  is  increasing, 
although  there  are  still  certain  families  who  refuse  to  believe 
that  defective  vision  is  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  child, 
and  others  who,  from  carelessness  or  lack  of  parental  control, 
do  not  insist  on  glasses  being  worn,  where  they  are  necessary, 
and  where  the  child  has  been  provided  with  them. 

It  would  be  of  great  assistance  if  parents  would  attend 
the  Ophthalmic  Clinics  with  their  children,  at  least  when  they 
first  attend,  and  the  eye  condition  could  be  discussed  and  the 
reasons  for  wearing  glasses  explained,  especially  in  the  case 
of  squints  where  the  vision  in  the  good  eye  is  deliberately 
reduced  when  wearing  glasses. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  year  there  has  been  an 
increasing  amount  of  delay  in  obtaining  new  glasses  and  in 
the  time  being  taken  for  doing  repairs.  Whereas  it  used  to 
be  possible  to  say  new  glasses  would  be  ready  in  10  or  14 
days,  it  is  now  impossible  to  say  that  they  will  be  delivered 
under  6 or  8 weeks,  and  in  the  cases  where  lenses  are  being 
replaced,  this  length  of  time  without  glasses  is  harmful  to 
the  child  and  annoying  to  the  parent.’ ’ 

One  hundred  and  eighty-seven  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils 
and  / or  adenoids  received  operative  treatment  under  the 
Authority’s  scheme,  12  under  private  arrangements,  and  29 
oases  received  other  forms  of  treatment. 

Four  cases  were  referred  to  the  Consultant  under  the 
prevention  of  deafness  arrangements  and  the  prescribed 
treatment  was  carried  out. 

Children  examined  were  classified  in  the  four  groups 
suggested  by  the  Board  of  Education,  namely,  A — Excellent, 
B— Normal,  C — Slightly  Sub-Normal,  and  D — Bad.  The 
record  of  this  classification  is  shewn  in  Table  II.  at  the  end 
of  the  report. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  attendances  were  made  by 
school  children  at  the  various  dispensaries  in  the  County. 

Three  pulmonary  and  thirteen  non-pulmonary  cases 
received  in-patient  treatment  during  the  year, 
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Uncleanliness  During  the  year  47,296  examinations  of  children  were 
made  by  the  Authority's  nurses.  This  is  an  increase  of 
2,378  on  the  previous  year  and  represents  7 inspections  at  each 
school  during  the  year.  The  number  of  children  affected  by 
pediculosis  was  998  which  is  a great  improvement  on  the 
figures  for  1939,  when  conditions  were  more  difficult  owing 
to  the  reception  of  evacuees. 


VI, —“Infectious  Diseases 


School  Closure 


In  2 cases  only  was  school  closure  for  short  periods 
necessary  owing  to  outbreaks  of  measles,  namely  at  Holbeach 
Council  Infants’  and  Leverton  Schools. 


At  another  school  (Pinchbeck  West),  closure  was  advised 
for  5 days  for  necessary  repairs  to  the  sanitary  arrangements. 

In  addition,  35  certificates  were  given  in  respect  of  certain 
schools  where  the  attendances  has  fallen  below  60  per  cent, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases. 

im nni n?s  1 ti  After  the  extensive  immunisation  carried  out  in  1939,  the 

only  protective  treatment  carried  out  in  the  schools  was  the 
completion  of  treatment  begun  in  the  previous  year. 


VII.— -Open  Air  Education. 

In  the  absence  of  any  open  air  schools  in  the  area, 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  suitable  weather  conditions  to 
hold  lessons  in  playgrounds  during  the  summer  months. 


VIII.— -Physical  Training. 

This  important  part  of  school  life  now  receives  adequate 
attention.  The  organisers,  who  were  appointed  late  in  1939 
in  the  joint  service  of  Holland  and  other  authorities  continued 
their  activities  throughout  1940,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
this  healthy  activity  will  have  a marked  affect  on  the  children 
as  time  goes  on. 


IX. — Provision  of  Meals. 

No  meals  were  provided  by  the  Authority  under  Section 
82  of  the  Education  Act,  1921. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year,  5620  children  in  the  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  County  were  receiving  milk  under  the  Milk 


in  Schools  Scheme 

as  follows  : — 

Supplies  for 
payment  by 

Free 

parents . 

supplies 

total. 

Milk 

...  3003 

454 

3457 

Horlick’s  Milk 

1950 

99 

2049 

Cocoa 

114 

Nil. 

114 

5067 

553 

5620 

X.— School  Baths. 

There  are  no 

school  swimming 

baths  in 

the  County 

The  practice  has  been  continued  of  allowing  evacuee 
children,  who  were  unable  to  get  adequate  bathing  facilities 
in  their  billets,  to  use  the  showers  at  the  A.R.P.  decontamina- 
tion centres. 

XI. ™Co-operation  of  Parents,  Teachers,  School  Attendance 

Officers  and  Voluntary  Bodies. 

At  the  routine  medical  inspections  approximately  55  per 
cent,  of  the  parents  were  present. 

Head  Teachers  have  given  every  possible  assistance  in 
the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  their  co-operation 
has  been  much  appreciated.  The  School  Attendance  Officers 
have  also  maintained  touch  with  the  department  in  connection 
with  children  absent  from  school. 

The  assistance  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  National  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  has  been  readily 
available  at  all  times  and  has  proved  to  be  of  the  utmost 
value  in  remedying  conditions  of  neglect.  The  following 
cases  were  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  the  year  : — 

Defects  of  vision  ...  ...  ...  5 

Uncleanliness  ...  ...  ...  11 

General  neglect  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  reasons  ...  ...  2 

XII. — Special  Children, 

Five  blind  children,  3 deaf  and  dumb  childen,  1 mental 
defective  and  2 orthopaedic  cases  are  attending  special  schools. 
One  imbecile  child  was  referred  to  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  Committee  during  the  year.  Seventy-one  educable 
defectives  are  attending  elementary  schools  in  this  area. 

Reference  may  here  be  made  to  the  problem  of  dealing 
with  evacuees  who,  on  account  of  their  behaviour  or  habits 
are  unsuitable  for  ordinary  billets. 
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With  tne  concurrence  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the 
County  Council  established  a centraMiostel  at  Holgate  House, 
Boston,  in  July,  1940,  for  such  cases  and,  in  this  way  it  has 
been  possible  to  provide  adequate  supervision  and  treatment 
for  the  particular  disabilities.  The  Council  also  took  over 
the  King’s  Cross  Hostel,  at  Donington,  but  this  was  closed 
in  August,  1940,  after  which  all  cases  were  accommodated  at 
Holgate  House.  The  following  cases  were  dealt  with  in  the 
hostels  administered  by  the  County  Council  : — 

Condition.  No.  of  cases 


Bed  wetters  . . . 
Scabies 

Unruly  children 
Minor  Ailments 


28 

15 

12 

6 


XIII.— Secondary  Schools. 

Termly  inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  five  Secondary 
Schools  in  the  County  when,  in  addition  to  the  routine 
groups,  “ specials  ” and  re-inspection  cases  were  examined. 

The  same  facilities  for  treatment  are  extended  to  special 
place  pupils  as  obtain  for  the  children  in  the  elementary 
schools.  Other  pupils  who  require  treatment  are  referred  to 
their  own  doctor. 

TABLE  I. 


Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  Inspected 


Entrants  ... 

Holland 

Children. 

1254 

Evacuees. 

698 

Second  Age  Group 

1253 

1020 

Third  Age  Group 

926 

345 

Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

4237 

304 

Totals  ... 

7670 

2367 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

Entrants  336 

Pupils  attaining  13  years  103 

Pupils  attaining  15  years  199 

Special  Inspections  & Re-inspections  186 


Total  ...  824 
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TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Holland  and  Evacuee 
Children  inspected  during  the  year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

Nutritional 

Classification  of  Children 
Inspected 

(A) 

Excellent 

(B) 

Normal 

(C)lSlightly 

Sub-normal 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Elementary  Schools. 

Entrants 

1952 

99 

194 

1761 

37-6 

92 

31T 

Second  Age  Group 

2273 

209 

40  9 

1919 

409 

145 

49-0 

Third  Age  Group 

1271 

203 

39-7 

1009 

21'5 

59 

199 

Total 

5496 

511 

9 3 

4689 

85'3 

296 

5 4 

Secondary  Schools. 

Entrants 

336 

82 

46-8 

251 

54'9 

3 

50-0 

Attaining  13  years 

103 

22 

126 

80 

17  5 

1 

16-7 

Attaining  15  years 

199 

71 

40-6 

126 

27-6 

2 

333 

Total 

638 

175 

27'4 

457 

7T6 

6 

TO 

TABLE  III. 

Treatment  Tables. 

GROUP  L— MINOR  AILMENTS. 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 

treatment  during  the  year 

Disease  or  Defect 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Holland 

Children 

Evacuees 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

5 

5 

Ringworm — Body 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Scabies  . . 

16 

19 

4 

39 

Impetigo  

285 

116 

9 

410 

Other  Skin  Disease  . . 

119 

51 

5 

175 

Minor  Eye  Defects 

64 

14 

2 

80 

Minor  Ear  Defects.. 

77 

18 

6 

101 

Miscellaneous 

(e.g.  minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  &c,). . 

991 

459 

— 

1450 

Total 

1560 

677 

26 

2263 
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GROUP  II.- — DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 
(EXCLUDING  MINOR  EYE  AILMENTS). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 


Under  the 
Authority’sScheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Element’y  Schools 

Secondary 

Evacuees 

Element’y  Schools 

Secondary 

Evacuees 

Element’y  Schools 

Secondary 

Evacuees 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint) 

384  54  152 

49  14  — 

433  68  152 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 

of  the  Eyes 

3 — — 

3 — — 

Total 

387  54  152 

49  14  — 

436  68  152 

Number  of  Children  for 

whom  glasses  were  pre- 

scribed  and  obtained 

301  43  111 

24  12 

325  55  111 

GROUP  III. -—TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE 

AND  THROAT. 


Number  of  Defects 

Received  Operative  Treatment 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital 

Total 

Received 
other  forms 
of  treatment 

Total 

numbers 

treated 

Elementary  Schools  . . 

*183 

10 

193 

29 

222 

Secondary  Schools  . . 

4 

2 

6 

2 

* Including  10  children  from  Evacuation  Areas. 


GROUP  IV.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL 

DEFECTS. 


Under  the  Authority’ 

s Scheme 

Otherwise 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 
Ortho- 
paedic 
Clinic 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 
Ortho- 
paedic 
Clinic 

Total 

number 

treated 

Number  of 
Children 
Treated 

3 

37 

98 

— 

— 

— 

107 

20 


GROUP  V.— DENTAL  DEFECTS). 

Number  of  children  (including  Evacuees)  in  Elementary 
and  Secondary  Schools  who  were  inspected  by  the  dentists  : — 

Elementary  Secondary 


Aged 

Schools 

Schools  Total 

Routine  Age  Groups 

5 

408 

— \ 

6 

633 

1 

7 

854 

8 

825 

4 

9 

943 

5 

10 

893 

7 

11 

953 

18 

1 7546 

12 

732 

34 

13 

619 

55 

14 

313 

58 

15 

— 

38 

16 

— 

21 

17 

— 

11 

18 

— 

6 

Specials 

113 

3/ 

Half-days  devoted  to  inspection 

• • • 

« • • • • 

. 

..  410 

Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 

... 

• 

..  611 

Secondary 

Holland 

L.C.C. 

Hull 

Schools 

Children  found  to  require 

treatment 

4620 

S12 

298 

226 

Children  actually  treated  ... 
Attendances  made  by  children 

3079 

709 

258 

165 

for  treatment 

3974 

1188 

341 

194 

Fillings — Permanent  teeth  ... 

1150 

209 

103 

179 

Fillings — Temporary  teeth  ... 

568 

82 

61 

3 

Extractions — Permanent  teeth 

906 

234 

82 

68 

Extractions — Temporary  teeth 
Administrations  of  general 

1453 

443 

130 

23 

anaesthetics 

896 

80 

54 

16 

Other  Operations — Permanent 

teeth 

550 

213 

49 

37 

Other  Operations — Temporary 

teeth 

321 

112 

35 

15 

21 


TABLE  IV. 

Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made 

during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  7 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in 

the  schools  by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  47296 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  999 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  444 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings 

were  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


. 
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